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one republics the foreign ministers of all should assemble
to deliberate what steps should be taken to collectively
meet any impending threat.22
Panama was naturally interested in the proposal of Dr.
Harmodio Arias to create an American Court of Inter-
national Justice which had been referred to the Commis-
sion of Jurists for study at Buenos Aires in 1936.23 How-
ever, the grave immediate issue of foreign aggression
overshadowed everything else at Lima and after some
debate the Eighth Conference again referred the whole
subject of such a court back to the Commission for further
study.24
With the invasion of Poland the Second World War
became a formal reality, and the capital city of Panama
found itself the center of the Western Hemisphere, for
the first consultative meeting of foreign ministers under
the Lima plan was held in Panama City in September
1939. Mexico, on September 5, 1939, suggested to the
Government of Panama that the Isthmian Republic take
the initiative in inviting the foreign ministers "to bring
into operation mutual consultations'* and to "put into
practice mechanisms" established by various Pan American
conferences, and particularly that of 1938 at Lima.
Narciso Garay, Minister of Foreign Affairs, acting in
the name of President Juan Demostenes Arosemena, sent
out the call for the meeting to be held at Panama City
beginning on September 23,1939. Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
Colombia, Cuba, and Peru joined with Mexico and
Panama to sponsor the conference. Although the United
States does not appear among the official sponsors, it
would seem that this was a bit of calculated modesty and
that the North American republic had actually played a
major role in inspiring the call. Sumner Welles, then U.S.
Undersecretary of State, says that Panama was "selected"